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UTA Wins Formula SAE Japan 
 
This year marks the second annual FSAE event in Japan and the first event open to 
international teams.  There were 25 local Japanese teams and three international teams from 
Leeds University from the UK, Yeungnam University from Korea, and the University of 
Texas at Arlington from the USA. 
 
The event was held at the famous Twin Ring 
Motegi racetrack in northern Japan.  The 
first day of the competition was delayed by 
a typhoon, but the rest of the week enjoyed 
beautiful weather.  The event was well 
staffed and ran very smoothly.  The event 
was well organized in all aspects. 
 

 
This being the second year for FSAE teams 
in Japan, most teams were still on the 
learning curve, so our well-developed car 
was very intriguing for them.  I suspect that 
more pictures were taken of the UTA car 
than all others combined.  There was always 
a crowd around the car, especially after it ran 
the autocross.  The teams are still on the 
learning curve for driving as well, so seeing 
the UTA car go really fast was equally 
interesting. 
 
 
The track was a clean asphalt parking lot.  
Even though the autocross and endurance 
tracks were relatively slow, we recorded 1.4 
to 1.6 g’s on almost all of the turns.  The 
facilities were great with a hotel on site and 
a perfect viewing area on a hill by the tracks.
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In terms of trophies, we won a lot.  The 
trophies were beautiful crystal and 
engraved pieces.  Each trophy was 
accompanied by a traditional Japanese 
certificate with an indication of the money 
associated with each award.  We won a lot 
of money.  The Spirit of Excellence trophy 
is crystal with a world globe engraved 
inside.  
 

 
 
The overall results are as follows. 
 
1st   University of Texas at Arlington 
2nd  Kanagawa Institute of Technology 
3rd  Kokushikan University 
4th  Shibaura Institute of Technology 
5th  Utsunomiya University 
6th  Kanazawa Institute of Technology 
 

 
In addition to the overall win, UTA placed first in Design, Autocross, and Endurance.  We 
placed 2nd overall in Static Events.  We won the Safety Design Award and the FISITA Best 
Team Award.  We placed 2nd in the Unique Design Award, and 3rd in the JAMA Chairman 
Award for Safety, Environmental, and Educational Achievement.  What we believe to be a 
very prestigious recognition, we were awarded the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry 
Award, which was presented by the Minister himself. 
 
UTA lead second place by over 150 points.  Our apologies to Kanagawa Institute of 
Technology who would have won their Japanese event if we hadn’t been there.  And thanks to 
KAIT who hosted a symposium on Project-Based Education after the event. 
 
In addition to the team that had to remain 
at home, the competition team consisted of 
(left to right) Denver Stone, Tim Patek, 
team captain, Erick Kohler, chief engineer 
and driver, Chris Story, driver, and Hiroki 
Murasawa. 
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We have gone to every inaugural event in the UK, Australia, and now Japan.  Our purpose in 
going to Japan was to let the local teams see the technology, fabrication, and details of a 
competitive car, and to see it driven to the limits.  We wanted to mentor the new teams and 
encouraged questions to help them learn.  Some of the teams were a little shy and wouldn’t 
ask questions, and there were some problems with language, but we were lucky that we had a 
Japanese student on our team who could serve as an interpreter (and to guide us around 
Japan!). 
 
We owe a special thanks to our sponsors, particularly to the A.E. Petsche Company, and to 
the school for support for our travel.  Thanks also to Dr. Itoh who visited UTA for three 
months last year and who served as our guide during the first part of the trip.  And thanks to 
all of the Japan Society of Automotive Engineers participants who put on a good show… well 
done. 
 
With everything considered, it was a successful experience for our team, and I think that the 
Japanese teams appreciated our being there to show them a competitive car that was well 
driven. 
 


